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Headteacher’ Introduction to St John’s Nursery 

I would like to extend a very warm welcome to 

you and your child. We are very pleased to 

welcome you to St. John’s Primary School. 

Our core values of Thinking, Learning, Caring, 

underpin everything we do at St John’s School 

and fully support the vision for our school. These 

values are revisited in assemblies, through daily 

interaction with staff, children and parents and 

are shared through all forms of communication. 

They reflect our corporate belief. 

Our core values support our development as successful learners, responsible citizens and lifelong learners. We 

aim to create an environment where everyone is empowered to grow and develop, so that we all achieve our full 

potential.  

We believe that our school provides the pupils with security, friendship, encouragement, motivation, stimulation, 

praise, respect, resilience and consideration for their individuality. We believe that the teaching and learning at 

St John’s School develops knowledge, confidence, self-esteem, autonomy, independence, self-discipline, 

individuality, responsibility and perseverance. We provide opportunities for co-operation, maintaining a positive 

attitude, valuing others, the environment and property, social awareness and encouragement for every child to 

achieve their personal best. 

We pride ourselves on our meaningful, broad and balanced curriculum., which enables our pupils to be: Curious, 

Confident, Collaborative and Creative thinkers and learners. 

We are confident that, with a talented team of both teaching and non-teaching staff who will be working closely 

in partnership with you, we can provide a smooth transition for any child joining the school and strive to meet the 

needs of all. 

Please contact us with any queries you may have, we are more than happy to help. 

 

 

 

 

Contacting School 

If you need to telephone the school for any reason, 
please use the following numbers: 

Telephone: 01534 861692 

Email: admin@stjohn.sch.je 

General enquiries 

Contact the school secretary, Mrs Falle who is 
available from 8.30 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. 

School Address 

St John's School 

La Rue de la Mare Ballam 

St John, Jersey, JE3 4EJ 

General Information 

The School 

The school is financed and maintained by the 
Government of Jersey Department for Children, 

young people, Education and Skills (CYPES). 

Authority Address Government of Jersey CPYES 
Department, 

St. Saviour, Jersey, JE4 8QJ 

Tel: 01534 445504 

Email: education@gov.je 

 

mailto:admin@stjohn.sch.je
mailto:education@gov.je
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Our Vision 

 

 

Meet the Team 

   

Mrs B Bekusch Mrs H Jones Mrs G Mercier 

Nursery Officer Nursery Teacher and 
Foundation Stage 

Lead 

Nursery Officer 
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Nursery Hours 

8.45am – 12.45 / 2.45pm 

Lunch is between 11.45am – 12:45pm 

 

We aspire to create a happy, relaxed atmosphere in our nursery class. Please help us to achieve this by always 

entering the nursery calmly during transition times at the start and end of sessions. 

 

Our doors open at 8:45 each morning. If you need to pass on any relevant information regarding your child e.g. 

If they are tired due to a sleepless night, or any other factor that might affect their learning that day, please 

speak to a member of the nursery team. At the end of the session, it is important to collect your child promptly 

as they can become anxious if everyone else has gone and they are left alone.  Due to our safeguarding policy, 

please ensure the nursery staff know who is picking up your child at home time.  If a different person to normal 

is coming to school to collect, please notify the school secretary. Older brothers and sisters are not considered 

sufficiently responsible to collect children from nursery. 

 

Registration of nursery places 

Please contact our school secretary or collect a form from school to register a new child for Nursery.  It is 

advisable to do this as early as possible. 

 

Admissions Policy 

o Prospective parents and their child/children are requested to make an appointment to visit the school. 

o Places will be allocated according to CYPES criteria. 

o From September 2021, funded hours of Nursery education for all children aged 3 to 4 years increased 

from 20 to 30 hours per week.  

o The full 30 hours are there for all children to access when they are ready for them.  

A place in St. John’s School Nursery does not guarantee a place in the Reception class the following year. For 

current Reception procedures for admission, please visit www.gov.je   

 

 

 

 

http://www.gov.je/
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Aims and Objectives of our Nursery 

Our setting aims to provide: 

o A caring environment. 

o Opportunities to ‘have a go’ without fear of failure. 

o A safe place where we are all recognised as a unique individual. 

o An environment where we are listened to and valued. 

o A place where self-esteem is given a high priority.       

o Positive opportunities for all children, regardless of gender, ethnic origin or social circumstance.                                                

Our nursery is a place where we give time and space for the children to discover the world around them. We 

value the importance of treating children as individuals and embrace their learning styles. The adults in our setting 

tune into children’s interests to facilitate quality reflective learning experiences.   

We place great priority on building quality, secure relationships between adults and children. Learning 

opportunities initiated by children will be used to provide a platform to model a dialogue of enquiry and provoke 

curiosity.  This is achieved by displaying a genuine interest, giving encouragement, welcoming and clarifying ideas 

and asking open questions to support and extend the children’s thinking and helping them to make connections 

in their learning. 

Development Matters 

The Framework for EYFS published in 2021 underpins our nursery practice. The guidance has a strong emphasis 
on play being the most effective medium for young children’s exploration and learning. The fundamental purpose 
of our planning is to tune into the needs of our individual children using the guidance in ‘Birth to Five Matters and 
Development Matters 2021 version.  

We observe your children’s development and achievements in order to best support them on their Learning 
Journey. We work in partnership between home and nursery and value parental contributions. 

The Nursery team work extremely hard to build secure, happy, positive relationships with each child.  

During the day the children have the opportunity for playing and learning in small groups and also to engage in 

circle time learning. During these focused times, all areas of the curriculum may be visited. The Nursery Staff are 

always willing to discuss and answer any questions about your child’s experiences. 

The ethos of the school, Thinking, Learning and Caring is a sentiment at the very ‘heart’ of our nursery. In our 

attempt to fulfil this mission statement we facilitate continuous provision opportunities and aim to. . . 

o Give children time/space to experiment with any existing skills/knowledge they already have. 
o Help children to discover things for themselves and most importantly see obstacles as part of their 

learning. 
o Work alongside each child to test theories, make suggestions and reflect. 
o Provide resources to support independent learning. 
o Use the language and vocabulary of thinking. 
o Give praise and value to children’s efforts, suggestions and successes. 
o Allow children to develop a ‘can do’ attitude by taking risks, to move out of their comfort zone in a safe 

environment. 
o Model resilience, thoughtfulness and willingness to listen to the ideas and opinions of others, to make 

mistakes and learn from them. 

The curriculum provides opportunities to develop the children’s conceptual thinking in Prime and Specific areas. 

This is in line with the Early Learning Goals set in the Foundation Stage of the Jersey Early Years Curriculum. 
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Contributions 

We ask for a nursery contribution to cover costs such as snack, cooking, outdoor activities and to enhance any 
extra projects that the children take an interest in.  Snack is provided every day and is usually a cup of milk/water 
with something savoury such as cheese and biscuits followed by fresh fruit, but we also try to introduce the 
children to many new tastes during the year, including cuisine from other countries.  We do not allow sweets, 
chocolate, or fizzy drinks to be brought into Nursery.  

At the beginning of each term, we make a request for payment. We ask for a cheque to be made payable termly 
in advance to St Johns School Nursery. The amount is £60 per term for each child.    

 

Lunchtime Provision 

Children will be required to bring a packed lunch in a named lunch box. Nutritious ideas could consist of a 
sandwich or pasta, fruit or yoghurt and/or a biscuit or small cake etc. Children will also need a named bottle of 
water which they can access throughout the day to stay hydrated. 

 

Toilet Training 

We would hope that children starting Nursery are on the journey to being toilet trained and learning to use the 
toilet independently with encouragement. Should you require support in this area please do not hesitate to 
contact the Nursery Team. In addition, as a parent or carer, you can contact your Health Visitor for advice in 
advance of your child starting Nursery.  

Please try to ensure that the clothes your child wears to Nursery are loose fitting and easy for them to remove 
and fasten again. If a child has an accident, we do have a limited stock of clothing that can be worn home, 
however, please try and return these as soon as possible. We find it helpful if you can provide a drawstring bag of 
spare clothes for your child which can be left on their peg. 

 

Clothing 

Practical, comfortable clothes that are suitable for painting, water play, and outdoor learning are best for 
attending Nursery. We do provide aprons for messy activities, but accidents do happen. We do go out in all 
weather and with this in mind, your child will therefore need a suitable named waterproof coat for the winter 
months, a pair of named Wellingtons to leave at school if possible and a named bicycle helmet that fits your child. 

All in one waterproof dungarees are also useful. 

Please do not allow your child to wear jewellery as this can be dangerous and can cause distress if it breaks or 
gets lost.  

During the summer term, it is advisable that the children have a sun hat and are wearing an all-day sunscreen on 
sunny days for outdoor activities. We recommend children have covered shoulders and wear closed toe sandals 
or shoes for safety.    
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Starting Nursery 

Starting Nursery is a big step for children and parents!  We want to make your child’s Learning Journey is a happy 
one and do all we can to provide a positive, secure environment. In the early days, we ask that you settle your 
child in preparation for the beginning of the  session. Please always say goodbye and reassure them that you will 
be returning at the end of the Nursery session. We have a waving window that the children love to use as part of 
this routine. The Nursery team will support children and carers during this transition time.                           

 

How can you help at home? 

You can help at home by giving your child a wide range of experiences, which prepare them for nursery: 

o Encourage your child to use the toilet independently, dress and undress, including doing up buttons, 
buckles and zips. 

o Teach your child to put away all toys and books after playing with them. 

o Give your child opportunities to play and share with other children. 

o Ensure that your child has opportunities to develop listening skills. 

o Learn songs and nursery rhymes and sing them together. 

o Encourage your child to make marks, use scissors safely, play with playdough, construction toys, dress 
up, help with cooking etc. 

o Talk about some of the exciting things that they will be able to do in Nursery, such as going out on trips 
on the mini-bus, riding bikes, gardening, singing and learning outdoors.  

o Make special time to share books with your child and talk about everyday events. 

o Encourage lots of physical outdoor experiences. 

o Above all, help your child to become INDEPENDENT as early as possible.    

 

Parental Help 

We encourage parents to join us to support our nursery class visits. We promote a home school partnership and 

encourage active involvement in learning initiatives. Parents will also be invited to attend various events to 

celebrate the learning of the children. 

 

Illness 

If you child is ill, on any medication or suffering from an infection that may be passed on to another child, please 

keep them at home and let us know as soon as possible either by telephone 861692 or by emailing to 

admin@stjohn.sch.je and your message will be forwarded on to the Nursery Team. Education Department policy 

states that children who have highly infectious conditions such as diarrhoea and vomiting must stay at home for 

48 hours after the last symptoms.    

Inhalers for asthmatic conditions must be labelled and school procedures for completing a medical form followed. 

If your child needs ongoing medication, please talk the issue through with the staff and a care plan will be put in 

place. When your child starts in Nursery and at any other subsequent time you must inform us of any medical 

condition. 

 

Students and Volunteers 

We often host student childcare practitioners who are in training. They usually take photographs and make 
written observations of children. They always change the names in their reports and their work remains 
confidential between themselves and their tutors. If you have any reservations about this please talk to the 

Nursery team. 

 

Parking 

The playground and parking areas outside the school are very busy at both the beginning and end of the day, 
therefore, it is vital that an adult holds the hand of the child in order to keep everyone safe. The School can be 
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entered by using the side gate adjacent to the Parish hall. You can then access the nursery by walking along the 
perimeter pathway of the playground, round to the side EYFS Nursery entrance. 

The climbing equipment in the main school playground should not be accessed at any time.  

 

Safeguarding and Child Protection 

Keeping children safe is an integral part of what we do in school. We follow the CYPES Safeguarding and Child 

Protection policies and national guidelines. Should we suspect any form of neglect, physical, sexual or emotional 

abuse is occurring to any individuals in our care, we will report this to the Children and Families Hub. Information 

about this service is available on the gov.je website. 

Please see the poster shown below for the named Designated Safeguarding Leads. 

All staff employed within the school have received Safeguarding and Child Protection training and their DBS 

(police) checks are in place. Your child’s safety is our utmost concern. You will usually be contacted with any 

concerns that we may have in the case of a referral, unless we and the Children’s Service believe that this will be 

against the interests of your child.  

If you wish to help the school with reading, visits etc, on a regular basis, then please consider asking for 

information to complete the DBS process at the school office. All adults in regular contact with the children need 

to go through this process for the safety and wellbeing of the children. 
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Parental Responsibility (PR) 

Parental responsibility is about making decisions which affect a child's welfare and the people who are legally able 

to do this. A person with parental responsibility for a child will have certain rights, powers and authority, duties 

and responsibilities. Below we outline the laws around PR: 

What does Parental Responsibility include? 

✓ where the child should live 

✓ the child's education 

✓ applying for a passport 

✓ significant movement of the child such as: 

✓ leaving the country for a holiday 

✓ leaving the jurisdiction (emigrating) 

✓ the child's name (including changes to name by Deed Poll) 

✓ protecting the child 

✓ the child's religious upbringing 

✓ consent to the child's medical treatment 

✓ consent to freeing the child for adoption 

✓ looking after the child's property (e.g. inheritance) 

✓ the child's burial or cremation 

Who has Parental Responsibility for a child?  

✓ The mother of the child will automatically have parental responsibility for her child.  

✓ If the father was married to the mother of the child at the time of the child's birth and registered as the 
father on the birth certificate, he will also have parental responsibility for his child.  

✓ Someone else can have parental responsibility for a child if either:  

✓ a custody order or a residence order has been made in their favour  

✓ they have responsibility for the child under an emergency protection order  

✓ they are a guardian of the child  

✓ they have adopted the child  

Do unmarried Fathers have Parental Responsibility?  

If your child was born before 2nd December 2016:  

For births registered in Jersey before 2nd December 2016, an unmarried father will not have automatic parental 
responsibility for his child even if he is registered on the birth certificate. In order to acquire parental 
responsibility, an unmarried father must enter into a parental responsibility agreement with the child's mother 
or apply to the court for a parental responsibility order.  

If your child was born on or after 2nd December 2016:  

If the father of the child is not married to the mother at the time of the child’s birth but is registered on the birth 
certificate, the father will automatically have parental responsibility for his child. 

Birth Certificate/Identity Card. 

It is a requirement by the Department for CYPES that the school records it has seen your child’s birth certificate. 
Once we have seen this, we will record this on our central administration system (SIMs). 

This will clarify for the school who has PR for your child. This means that the school can fulfil its data protection 
(GDPR) responsibilities for your child. All new families to the school will be asked to bring their child’s birth 
certificate to the school office for processing. 

 



 
ST. JOHN’S PRIMARY SCHOOL, JERSEY 

 

10 

And Finally… 

We do hope that your child has a wonderful start to their ‘Learning Journey’ at St John’s school Nursery!   

                                                                                                      

We look forward to welcoming all off you and starting a 
new Learning Adventure! 

 

 

 

 


